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Farmer Voices Workshop: Creating an Audio Slide Show 
Informal suggestions for equipment and editing software, based solely on the personal experiences of the presenter. 
Proceed with caution. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
Digital Audio Recorder  
In the past I've used whatever free or borrowed equipment I could get my hands on. These have included: 
 

Marantz Professional digital recorders 
Really great recorders. A bit intimidating. Costly. 
 
Zoom digital recorders 
Great mid-range recorder. Good built in speakers for indoor use. More affordable than Marantz. 
 
Olympus digital recorders 
Not great quality. Typically only record in .wma format, which is not Mac compatible.  

 
TIP: If you're affiliated with a university or know someone who is, you can often check out 
equipment for personal use. Equipment might also be available to rent locally--for best sound 
quality, this might be a better option than buying the cheapest digital recorder on the market. If 
you're looking to buy your own recorder, B&H has the best supply. Check out their selection of 
external microphones, too! 

 
Camera 
Any good digital camera will do. I shoot with a Canon digital SLR, but with the right lighting, and careful 
shots, a point and shoot could very well do the trick. Scans of "archival" photographs can also be great. 
Friends with nice cameras also come in handy. 
 
EDITING SOFTWARE 
 
Sound Editing 
The best software on the market is Pro Tools, but unless you're looking to do this professionally, I 
recommend using free software that will still allow you to make edits. 
 

Audacity 
Both Mac and PC compatible. Free download available online. Open source, constantly being 
improved. My personal favorite. 
 
Garage Band 
Comes included with Mac computers; allows for simple edits. 
 

Movie Editing 
To compile your still images and your sound, you'll need some kind of movie editing software. I use 
iMovie, which comes with Mac computers. Old versions of iMovie HD produce highly compressed videos 
that will compromise even the nicest digital images. I do not recommend this version of iMovie. 
 
For additional resources and tips based on my own mis-adventures in audio slide show production, you 
can head to farmervoices.wordpress.com. There is a digital version of this document on the site. 


